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This civilisation of the West was weighed In the
and found wanting.
" Now most nations are on the brink of insolvency,
a direct result of war. There is material bankruptcy
and moral bankruptcy. We are too near as yet to
measure Its frightful consequences. Nor is the evil
confined to the boundaries of Europe. It has
travelled to Asia. Everything seems to be topsy-
turvy. A message of hope seems to be corning over
from India. India is trying to regain her liberty
by means of Non-Violence and Truth. For eleven
years she has been endeavouring to follow this means.
Teas of thousands of men and women, have taken
part in this pacific movement. If millions of people
can regain liberty without shedding a drop of blood,
it will be a great lesson for the whole world. You
have been trying to discover a moral equivalent for
war. Perhaps India's method is that.
" It is too early yet to say anything with perfect
confidence, but my plea to you is to study the situation
there. Study it, if you like, as a prejudiced, Massed
friend, but study it with criticism as students.
Study it with utter impartiality. If at the end you
it is honest^ then, but not till then, throw your-
self the movement. You can help to mould
public opinion in Europe and in the world until
it becomes an irresistible force. This method of
Non-Violence depends on public opinion it speaks
for               people everywhere.
" If the rival powers had wanted a passage through
they would have fought Switzerland
it would be cowardly if you were to